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The 2010 US National
3-Cushion Champi-
onship was held Feb-

ruary 17-21 at the Tacoma
Elks Lodge. Play was on five
heated Verhoeven tables
covered with super-fast
Simonis 300 cloth and
Aramith Pro tournament balls.
The Lodge was an outstanding
host for the event and pro-
vided bleacher seating for
spectators, staff to clean the
equipment after each match,
scorekeepers, ticket-takers,
lunch and dinner buffets, and
free practice time for all par-

ticipants. Charles Brown,
USBA Director from New
York, did his usual accurate
and efficient job as Tourna-
ment Director and Master of
Ceremonies. Tiger Products
provided gloves and cue wraps
for all the players through
their player representative
Mazin Shooni.

As a special treat, Tacoma
member Tom “Huf” Hofstedt
was on hand to draw carica-
tures of all the players. Tom
also produced an excellent
program booklet for the event.

The 35 entrants were
mostly players who had won
qualifiers around the country,
but also included the four top
finishers from 2009 and a few
open entrants who had played
in qualifiers but had not won.
They were grouped into five
groups of seven players for
round-robins with 25-point
matches. One top finisher

from 2009 was seeded into
each group.

The prelims produced one
major surprise as defending
champion Hugo Patino failed
to advance. He lost matches
to 2005 champion Sonny Cho
and to Min Jae Pak, who had
put in a top-notch perform-
ance at the USBA Tour stop
in August at Carom Cafe in
New York with a 1.3 average.

In another group, last year’s
runner-up Pedro Piedrabuena
was totally dominant as he
didn’t let any of his 6 oppo-
nents get to 10 points. Jae
Hyung Cho ran a 7 against
Pedro to tie at 7 points, but
then Pedro shifted gears to
win 25-9 in only 10 innings.

Two players from each
group advanced to the 10-
player final round-robin,
which had matches to 40
points. Besides Piedrabuena,

Jae Hyung Cho New US 3-Cushion Champion
by Bob Jewett
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Sonny Cho and Miguel Torres had been
undefeated in their prelim groups, while
Carlos Hallon, Michael Kang, Mazin
Shooni, Min Jae Pak, George Ashby, and
Jae Hyung Cho advanced with 5-1
records. John Jacobson advanced from a
3-way tie for second in his group based
on a most-points tie-breaker. Of the 10
finalists, six were former US Champions.

Live streaming to the Internet of the
finals was provided by OTBnTV.com, al-
lowing hundreds of fans to keep up with
the action and scores. Commentary for
each match helped anyone new to the
game to catch up on the intricacies of
shots including position play and safeties. 

Tom “Dr. Cue” Rossman was on hand
to give one of his excellent trick shot
shows between rounds. Along with
USBA Directors Bruce Warner and
Henry Ugartechea, Tom manned the mi-
crophones for the commentary during
the live streaming.

Going into the final round of five
matches, Piedrabuena and Jae Hyung
Cho both had 8-1 records, while all the

other players had at least two losses. This
meant that the rematch between Pedro
and Jae would determine the new cham-
pion. (In round-robin play, it’s possible
for equal win-loss records to happen, in
which case a play-off would have been
necessary to determine first and second
places.)

In getting to the championship match,
Jae Hyung Cho turned in the best game
of the final rounds with 40 points in 21
innings against 2006 champ Mazin
Shooni. Mazin had an excellent 1.600
average in that game, so he just caught
Cho at the wrong time. Cho’s sole loss
was to Miguel Torres. For his part,
Piedrabuena got to the finals with the
highest grand average and a 1.739 game
against 3-time former champ George
Ashby. Pedro’s only loss had been to
Shooni.

Cho led through most of the final
match. Piedrabuena rallied at the end,
scoring 10 points while Cho was at 39,
but an 18-point deficit proved insur-
mountable. Jae Hyung Cho became the
2010 US Champion with a 40-32 score.

The grand average of all players in the
finals was 0.987. For more details, visit
the US Billiard Association website at
www.USBA.net.

2010 USBA National
Championship Final
Placement and Prizes
1st Jae Hyung Cho $3700
2nd Pedro Piedrabuena  $3100
3rd Miguel Torres $2600
4th Sonny Cho   $2200
5th Mazin Shooni $1800
6th Michael Kang  $1500
7th Carlos Hallon   $1200
8th Min Jae Pak $1000
9th George Ashby $800
10th John Jacobson    $700

High Run: 11 points
Pedro Piedrabuena $50
Michael Kang $50
Best Game: 1.905 (40/21)
Jae Hyung Cho $100
Best General Average: 1.232
Pedro Piedrabuena $100
Total Prize Fund $18,900
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Fellow Members of The

USBA, Greetings:

As your new president I
would like to say that I am

looking forward to working for
and with you during the next
four years. And also to be
working with the new board
whose energy and drive excites
me tremendously, to say
nothing of Jim Shovak our dedi-
cated Sec/Treas.

We have plans for both
another Jr’s Championship and
a Women’s Championship.
Felipe Razon is working on the
former and Bob Byrne on the
latter. Anybody who wants to
work in these areas let me know.
George Theobald is doing re-
search on how other profes-
sional sports organizations
induct people into their Halls of
Fame. Again, if this is an area
you would like to work on, let
me know. Tom Paley is working
in the area of historical research.
Any document or pictures you
might have would be greatly ap-
preciated. They can be sent via
Internet as data files or as hard
copy that will be returned to
you after copying.

This year’s tour looks to be
bigger and better than ever.
Any donations would be gladly
accepted. Send them to Jim.

I would encourage all of you
to participate more on the
forum at usba.net. I will be
posting regularly there, espe-
cially about topics that are
under discussion by the board.
Your opinions on these subjects
will be greatly valued.

Please feel free to call me at
743-428-1161 anytime if you
want to talk to me. Or e-mail
me through the forum.

Yours in billiards,
Dennis Dieckman

Hugo Patino

2009 “A” Level Rankings

Champion

Jim Watson

2009 “B” Level Rankings

Champion

Dale Saunders

2009 “C” Level Rankings

Champion

2009 Ranking Champions… Top 150 on page 30

Miguel Torres, Jae Hyung Cho

and Pedro Piedrabuena with

trophies from 2010 USBA Na-

tional Championship Final

l-r Mike Brodie (6th), Carlos Hallon

(1st), Henry Ugartechea (2nd), 

Room Owner Hernando Pineres,

Alfonso Torres (3rd), Victor Cuzzi

(4th).Not pictured: Jim Bishop

2010 Carom Café 
C+ Tournament
Carom Café Billiards 

Carlos Hallon Qualifies at
New Wave Billiards
The Florida USBA Regional Qualifier was
held at New Wave Billiards in Miami.

Billy Kim 3rd, Jairo Sanabria Daza

1st, Jorge Meza 2nd
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Final 2009 USBA Player Rankings
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Robert Byrne has a new book, “Behold My
Shorts - The Best of Robert Byrne”.
To see him in his polka-dot shorts, go to:
http://www.thonline.com/store/bookBrowse.cfm
To view his new book’s Press Release, go to:
http://www.usba.net/BreakingNews/Byrne 
PressRelease-11-2-09.pdf

The Basics of Position Play
by Robert Byrne

Contributing Writer • from Byrne’s “Advanced Techniques in Pool & Billiards” with permission

Income
billiard tour fund 190.20
Dues 2011 2,300.00
Dues 2012 180.00
Dues 2013 45.00
Dues 2014 45.00
Junior/Ladies Billiards Fund 2,286.46
Main Fund

2008 Nationals - 964.40
2009CPB-Conf-Guatemala - 500.00
2009Nationals - 2,726.10
2010Nationals 11,000.00
501(c)3 administration - 1,315.00
accounting - 565.00
Bank Fees - 237.61
Champions Travel Fund

2009WorldChmp-Switz - 2,100.00
CPB-2009 -5,200.00
CPB-Champshp-6-4-08 - 2,546.06
Germany-WorldChamp-2008 - 3,690.59
KoreaWorldCup - 290.00
Mexico City World Cup - 346.25
SpainWorldCup2008 - 1,824.37
Viersen 2007 - 2,563.34
WC-Ecuador - 3,632.21
Champions Travel Fund - Other 5,125.00

Total Champions Travel Fund - 17,067.82
cloth reimbursement - 1,501.29
CPB-Membership - 600.00
doodle spots - 1,492.00
Dues 2008 20,789.74
Dues 2009 21,066.00

Dues 2010 4,081.00
Dues P2006 1,008.00
Dues P2007 12,488.69
envelopes - 672.36
green card machine - 1,730.72
ink - 1,317.65
labels - 65.75
legal - 1,500.00
live-streaming - 225.00
membership displays-posters 0.00
Membership Packages - 2,854.86
miscellaneous - 2,569.42
Nationals 2007 - 1,788.75
Newsletter - 10,726.40
other supplies - 750.13
patches - 1,135.00
postage - 6,079.37
ranking system program - 75.00
referrals - 922.50
sanction fees 8,223.00

s tickers - 419.00
taxes - 968.00
TournamentExpenses - 113.00
zapco mailers - 269.81
Main Fund - Other 6,324.35
Total Main Fund 23,828.84

PlayerReservedFund 1,340.00
Total Income 30,215.50
Expense 0.00

Net Income 30,215.50

USBA Profit and Loss December 2006 through December 2009

Many if not most casual
three-cushion players spend
their lives without ever trying
to leave themselves an easy
shot. They think ahead in
that they try not to leave the
other guy anything. 

On some shots, trying for
position reduces the chance of
scoring, but the risk may be
worth it in view of the award.

When faced with a relatively
easy shot think position.

In this diagram the black
ball is big in the corner, and
with cue ball at A, this is a
very easy shot, thanks to the
size of the final target. An easy
position pattern calls for
driving the first object ball
along the dashed path so
that it ends up in the

shaded zone, while at the
same time making the cue ball
land softly on the red. If both
of these ends are accom-
plished, there will be another
good shot the great majority
of the time.

In other words, try to gather
the three balls. If you can’t,

try to leave the first object ball
in the center of the table. If
that isn’t practical, leave all
three along a long rail. And if
you can’t do that, drop the
first ball into a corner



Sorry folks, but unless you are in a trick shot
pool contest or Artistic billiard show, this
shot is illegal! It would be ok to masse this shot so let’s call
this a level cue masse and then it will be ok. Hit the cue
ball at the 52 minute mark and follow through about 8
inches, (after cocking your  aim to the right a bit), and
notice how the cue ball reacts. I think you’ll get am appreci-
ation for the force follow shot, oops… I meant to say Level
Cue Masse Shot.

“George Rippe is a former billiard room proprietor and artistic bil-
liard enthusiast,” He can be reached at 978 975-9958

USBA Membership • Dues $50
New Member______________Renewal __________

PRINT PLEASE

Name: ___________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________

City, ____________________State ____ Zip: __________

Home Phone:______________________________________

Cell Phone: _______________________________________

E-Mail Address: ____________________________________

Referred by _______________________________________

“ USBA Membership”
To become a USBA member and receive the PQB publi-

cation for free, fill out and return this form.

Rip’s Tips

Send completed form and check or money order payable

to USBA to Jim Shovak/USBA Secretary 

58 Hawthorne Ave. • East Islip, NY 11730. 
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Force Follow Level Cue

George Ashby
Open
Adrian Viguera Wins at
Bogart’s Banquet Hall in 
Jacksonville, IL

l-r, John Kim (2nd), Arturo Herrera (1st), 

Joseph Hwang (3rd).

Carom Café B tournament 
36 players. 
6 groups of 6 players each, round robin to 20 points.
Arturo Herrera wins 1st place. ($2,070)
John Kim wins 2nd place. ($1,370)
Joseph Hwang wins 3rd place. ($970)

2010 Upcoming Tournaments
April 25: 
SHOT CONTEST - The Rack - Memphis, TN 
Apr 30-May 2: 
Mike Kelley Memorial - Marshalltown, IA 
May 21-23: 
Medford Elks - Medford, OR

l-r, Adrian Viguera,

George Ashby, 

Rich Conboy

Ken Higgins Memorial
USBA 3-Cushion Tournament
Neal Olson and Ralph Weiss Win the 
First Ken Higgins Memorial


