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by Robert Byrne
The fifth annual three-cushion billiard tournament held at the Masonic Temple in Dubuque

ended Sunday afternoon with two Chicago-area players taking the top two spots.  The winner
was Brian Haff, making his first appearance in the Dubuque event.  Second was Eric Spencer,
who finished fourth last year.
Haff also won prizes for high run in the finals with an 8 and best game in the finals, 25 points

in 25 innings, both scored in his game with Gary Eake.
Defending champion George Ashby, who has won eight national championships, was slightly

below par and lost two games.  He was edged out by one point in total points scored for third
place by Ohio’s Tom Rossman, former world pool trick-shot champion.
California scientist Bob Jewett was fifth and realtor Gary Eake of Oshkosh, Wisc., was sixth.
Dubuque’s Robert Byrne, the tournament director, missed by one point making the six-man

finals, but did win the prize for best game in the preliminary rounds by scoring 20 points in 21
innings.   High run in the preliminaries was 8 by Michael Leimers of Minnesota.
Games were played to 20 points in the preliminaries on the Temple’s three 1935-era

Brunswick tables, fitted with European rubber and covered with new Simonis cloth.  In the
finals, games were to 25 points.
The format was two seven-man flights, Clubs and Hearts, with the top three advancing to the

final six-man round-robin.  In the absence of Lupe Cruz, who failed to show, the two highest-
ranked remaining players, Ashby and Haff, were seeded into separate flights.
Only two rounds were needed on Sunday to complete the schedule.  Spencer beat Jewett to

finish in second place with four wins and one loss.  Rossman beat Eake to end at 3-2.   In the
game to decide the championship, Ashby scored only 13 points to Haff’s 25, to finish fourth.
Had Ashby scored one more point he would have finished third with Rossman fourth.
The prize for high run and best game in the finals went to Haff for his run of 8 and his best

game of 25 points in 25 innings, both scored in his game against Eake.

l-r,  Bob Jewett, Tom Rossman, Bob Byrne, Gary Eake, Brian Haff, Eric Spencer
and Gorge Ashby, Photo by John Langhoff

Dubuque Open



President’s Desk:
With the
Sang Lee
Open behind
us, it is time
to look
towards the
rest of this
year and to 2015. There is a
USBA TOUR Open in
Houston at US Bida in
August. We are also trying to
schedule other Open events
in San Diego, Chicago,
Boston and perhaps Los
Angeles or Miami. We are
also trying to work out incen-
tives for rooms to hold more
USBA local tournaments in
their rooms throughout the
year including handicapped,
C, C+, B, B+, A and Open
events. I would like to see
many of these different types
of events being held all year
long throughout the country
as an incentive for more
players to participate and
become part of the family.
More tournaments also means
that more funds are brought in
to the USBA and the USBA,
therefore, can start to use
those funds for the proper pro-
motion of the game.
The first thing we will start to
do this year is to hold clinics.
We will arrange for a top US
player to give a clinic and we
will invite all USBA Members
to participate for a ridicu-
lously low fee such as $20 for a
2 hour clinic. This will be a
special rate for USBA
Members only. 
The Board is debating
whether or not to hold a “C”
and a “B” Championship im-
mediately before the 2015 Na-
tionals. We also need to
decide the location of the Na-
tionals in 2015. My preference
is Las Vegas, if we can do it. If
not, we will hold it in Miami
or another location. We will
inform everyone when we
have reached a decision. 
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It Felt Like Christmas Day in July!
Or so it seemed to the two dozen or so 3 cushion billiard
enthusiasts who participated in an Extravaganza.

A’Mazin Billiards of Malden hosted a clinic, and not just an everyday clinic, but one
that featured the glamorous and intoxicating demeanor and talent of a many-time
World Champion in the person of Dick Jaspers.

Co-owners Mazin Shooni and Kevin Van Stry planned, organized
and invited Dick Jaspers, who hails from the Netherlands, to visit
A’Mazin Billiards for three days to conduct small clinics for
players of all levels who signed up months in advance.
An enthusiastic Jaspers provided the most elegant and

informative clinics for players with 3 cushion experience for over 12 hours in 3 hour segments.
Jaspers did so much more than just display a shot and exhibit the best way to play it, he

allowed all the players to really see and get a sense of what is “inside” his mind when HE is faced
with such a challenge on the table.  He
not only showed them “how” to make
the shot, he took it a step further and
taught participants how to be mindful of
the next shot and the next.  It was not
an actual lesson in playing position, but
a keen sense of how to “extend runs” by
paying just a little more attention to the
first object ball and beyond.  Partici-
pants got a chance to understand what
makes a World Champion like Jaspers
tick.  It was wonderful.
In addition to the clinics, Dick Jaspers

and Mazin Shooni performed in a crowd-pleasing exhibition invoking a European style best of 5
series to 15 points.  The ever gracious host and 2006 USA Champion Shooni did succumb to
Jaspers in 3 games, but it seemed both players were intending to not “destroy” the other.  It was
a friendly exhibition to say the least.
The last day was as big of a treat as the clinics and exhibition.  Twelve players participated in

a double-elimination tournament
with all the locals hoping to get a
shot at playing the World Champ.
Several players did obviously, but all
felt the fire power of a world-caliber
player.  Although time ran out for the
last 4 standing, Dick was awarded the
victory as he was undefeated and
Mazin Shooni, Bob Ferrara and Joe
DeAmato graciously split the spoils
for 2nd, 3rd and 4th place.
Everyone involved had a wonderful

time and will be forever grateful to not only Dick
Jaspers for coming to A’Mazin Billiards but to Mazin and Kevin for graciously hosting such a
world class event.  There’s already talk of another such clinic for 2015 amongst the enthusiasts,
and something tells me they’ll be more than 24 players in attendance!

Dick Jaspers conducts clinic
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Seventy-four players gathered in New York for the 2014
Verhoeven Open Tournament
held at Carom Café Billiards

July 15 to 20 and Torbjörn Blomdahl
was the best of a very strong field,
losing only one match in the semifi-
nal rounds.
There were seventy players com-

peting in the qualifications. Twenty-
four of them would advance to the
next round where they were joined
by four seeded players: Frédéric
Caudron, Torbjörn Blomdahl, Dick
Jaspers, and Raymond Ceulemans.
The semifinal groups were packed
with talent and only two players
from each group were to advance to
an eight player round robin. Goup A
was led by Caudron who didn’t look
in his best form but managed to take the top spot after losing
one match to Ly The Vinh from Viet Nam who finished second
in the group. Sweden’s Nalle
Olsson and Robinson Morales from Colombia were 3rd and
4th. 
Group B was the “group of death” with Blomdahl, Eddy

Merckx, and Turkish stars Tayfun Tasdemir and Murat Naci
Coklu. Tasdemir lost 3 matches but there was great tension in
the final round as Blomdahl, Merckx, and Coklu battled for the
two spots all finishing with a 5/1 record but Blomdahl and

Merckx edging out Coklu on average. 

In Group C it looked like Jaspers would cruise to victory but
he suffered an early loss to Hugo Patiño and then later lost to
Lars Dunch who was having a terrific tournament. Semih
Sidhom grabbed the top spot in the group with one loss to
Jaspers in his final match and Japers needed Gerhard Kostis-
tanky to defeat Dunch in the final round, which he did to keep
Jaspers from being eliminated. Patiño finished 3rd and Dunch
4th.
Raymond Ceulemans group (Group D) had three very strong

Torbjörn Blomdahl Dominates Verhoeven Open



Aug 8-10: 
Mike Fahey Memorial,
Tacoma Elks, WA
Contact Ed Brasfield: 253-
468-9839:
bfasteddie41@aol.com
Aug 22-24:
USBA TOUR Open: US
Bida, Houston, TX
Contact: Contact Tim
Nguyen at 713-545-9451

Sep 19-21:
Fall Classic: Minneapolis
Billiard Club, MN
Contact Fred Lamers - 763-
300-6370
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USBA Membership • Dues $50
New Member ____________Renewal __________

PRINT PLEASE

Name: ___________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

City, __________________State ____ Zip: __________

Home Phone: _____________________________________

Cell Phone: ______________________________________

E-Mail Address: __________________________________

Referred by ______________________________________

“ USBA Membership”
To become a USBA member and receive the PQB publication for free,

fill out and return this form.

Send completed form and check or money order payable to USBA to
Merrill HughesUSBA Secretary 

16 Peartree Lane • Huntington Station, NY 11746 

Upcoming USBA Tournaments

players from Colombia; Huberney Cataño,
Alexander Salazar, and Harry Peña, along with
Kyoung Roul Kim from Korea. Kim disappointed
with 2 wins and 4 losses. Ceulemans fought hard
beating two of the Colombians but ended with a
3/3 record finishing 4th. Cataño and Salazar
grabbed the top two spots.
The final eight were: Merckx, Caudron,

Sidhom, Cataño, Blomdahl, Jaspers, Ly, and
Salazar. In the first round Caudron lost again to
Ly and Jaspers lost to Sidhom. Both players won
their next two but then Jaspers lost two more.
Meanwhile Blomdahl and Merckx were both
playing brilliantly and heading for a showdown
in the final
round.
Blomdahl
dominated
the field of
eight, not
dropping a
match and
finished
7/0 with a
2.188
average. In
the final day he won first against Jaspers 40-35 in 16-15 innings,
then against Caudron 40-31 in 19-18 innings, and then the final
match with Merckx 40-29 in 17-17 innings. Blomdahl, Caudron,
and Jaspers all averaged over 2.000 (2.188, 2.081, and 2.031 re-
spectively) and Merckx was 1.934. Caudron had the best game
(40 in 11, 3.636) and the tournament high run of 17. Salazar had
a run of 16 and Cataño had a run of 15 in the opening inning of
his match with Jaspers while Caudron was simultaneously
running 17 against Salazar in the opening inning!

photos by Joseph
Ratke
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The tournament was played on 7 Verhoeven tables. 4
flights of 7 with the top 2 moving on to an 8 man
round robin final. The four flights included seeded

players, Frederic Caudron, Pedro Piedrabuena, Kyung Roul
Kim, and Francisco Palafox. 
The event was live stream on www.povpool.com, by Daniel

Busch and was free for all to enjoy.
It was held at Million Dollar Billiards at 12135 Victory Blvd.

in North Hollywood, CA. Tournament Director was Ricky Car-
ranco, who did a great job. In all, there were 28 players in at-
tendance, with the competing professionals accepting a slight
handicap.
All four made it to the finals as expected. Joining them were

Mike Kim, Vicky Pineda, Bilal Khalifa, all three of them from
the Los Angeles area, and Allen Castillo from Milpitas, Califor-
nia.
Final day was round robin, fight to the finish, racing to 30

points!
Only surprise in the finals was the defeat of Pedro
Piedrabuena by Mike Kim. With Pedro lost to Mike Kim,
and then to Kyung Roul Kim, we were left with a last
round winner-takes –the -championship match between
favorites Frederic Caudron and Kyung Roul Kim.
Caudron would come out on top and be crowned cham-
pion of the first Million Dollar Billiards Open Tourna-
ment.
Payout
1st   $2,500 
2nd  $1,550

3rd   $900
4th   $500
5-8th $250

Million Dollar Billiards Open Tournament
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“From New York”
by Merrill Hughes
Treasurer USBA

I want to introduce you to an up and coming 3 cushion
player from Pittsburgh PA.  Luca Tomassetti is an 11 year old
6th grader who loves to have a Cue in his hand.  He started
playing three cushion billiards not too long ago and was spon-
sored by Yura (Nothing but Billiards) to play in the Verho-
even Open.  The Verhoeven Open consisting of some of the
top 3 cushion players in the world.  When arriving at Carom
Café in New York, Luca was an immediate topic of conversa-
tion.  As many of the players noticed him, they all welcomed
him into the mix.  Luca was usually the first one in the room
and always practicing and even receiving some tips from top
players.  He is definitely a welcome addition to our game.  The
USBA is very happy to have Luca as a member and he is a
great role model for others.  The game needs to see more youth
getting involved and we hope Luca is the start of a campaign
that recruits more young players of both sexes to Billiards.  He
is an outstanding young player who displayed poise, respect
and a good understanding of the game for the entire week at
Carom Café.  He was on the receiving end of a very generous
act of Ira Lee, who presented him with a brand new Molinari
Cue.  Luca put his cue away and started using his new gift and

stayed with it until the end.  As a retired school teacher, I
must say Luca Tomassetti displays many attributes of a fine
young man with a very bright future.  I’m thankful he got in-
terested in three cushion billiards and I look forward to seeing
more of him as the years come.  Luca, I’d like to thank you for
carrying yourself like a seasoned veteran at the Verhoeven
Open and I so look forward to observing the impact you might
have on other youth of America.  




